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was the creation of an extremely strong middle class.
It intended that this bourgeoisie should help in the distribu-
tion of British goods over the whole of India and still remain
content with a mere fraction of the profits earned by British
capital. This the new bourgeoisie soon refused to do. It
demanded not only a larger share in the profits but also a
share in the British political and cultural heritage. Drawn
from an ever-widening sphere, it not only circulated goods
but also ideas. In time its mentality became the dominant
factor in Indian social life.

The unbalanced growth of the middle classes is perhaps
the most significant fact of modern India. Middle classes
all over the world are restless, critical and individualistic
From the nature of the case, they are economically unstable.
Impelled by the urge to move upward into the ranks of the
capitalists, many of them are yet fated to relapse into the
ranks of the proletariat. They feel they have to maintain
a standard of respectability which is often beyond their
means. This constant economic struggle colours their
whole outlook on life. The aristocrat is so sure of his own
position that he feels no need to assert it. The proletarian
also is apt to accept his lot. The middle classes refuse
to be content and are often aggressive, self-assertive and
loud. They seek ta justify themselves by criticising
others.

This temper of criticism in the middle classes extends
not only to other groups or classes but also to themselves.
For one thing, the middle clasess can never be a homogene-
ous group. No social class is fully homogeneous, but strati-
fication is even more marked in the case of the middle classes.
At one extreme are those who just escape being proletarians.
At the other are those who are hardly distinguishable
from capitalists. Nowhere, therefore, is social snobbery so
rampant as among the middle classes. Every one is afraid
and jealous of every one else. Individualism runs to excess
and threatens to become a disease. The enlargement of the